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January 18, 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Parents of Rising Ninth Graders: 
 
Building upon many years of preparation, your child has made it to the threshold of a 
memorable time in his or her life known as high school.  Unlike previous school experiences, 
high school is a time of learning so much more than academics.  High school is the transition 
between adolescence and young adulthood.  It involves building relationships between 
teachers and friends, participating in extracurricular activities, and creating memories, 
success, conflict, and sometimes defeat.  These experiences are a part of growing up, and high 
school helps children learn how to grow and mature into responsible learners and 
productive citizens. 
 
At Shiloh High School we want your child’s high school experience to be as positive as 
possible. The primary goal is to ensure that your students have a smooth transition to high 
school.  Please visit our Rising Ninth Grade website regularly and our school’s website 
frequently for updated information.  We want you and your students to be well informed 
about the wonderful year ahead as they become first-year high school students.  Additionally, 
for the first time, many students will make decisions regarding academics that will have 
much responsibility attached.  We want you and your students to make the very best 
decisions about the classes they take.  We work with our teachers, parents, and teachers at 
Shiloh Middle School to make all who work with your children aware of graduation 
requirements.  Our ninth grade academy teachers strongly believe that together we can lead 
our students in transforming their lives through high-level learning and empowering them 
to achieve their potential and their dreams. 
 
Ninth grade is a critical time when children will develop life-long habits. We are delighted to 
work with each one of you as we prepare our students to be world-class citizens. We hope 
this guidebook will be a helpful resource to you as you help your students prepare for a 
successful year.  Think about all the ways you too can get involved at Shiloh, and let’s plan 
for the best year ever! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
M. Meshaun Vaughn 
Assistant Principal 
Ninth Grade Academy 
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Contact Information 

Shiloh High School 

4210 Shiloh Road 

Snellville, GA  30039 

Phone: (770) 972-8471 

Fax: (770)  

Main Website: www.shilohhighschool.org 

Ninth Grade Website: https://9thgradeacademy-shilohhighschool.weebly.com/ 

 

  

Department Contact Email Address 
9th Grade Office Meshaun Vaughn, Assistant Principal - Student Success 

 
Ryan Robertson, Assistant Principal - Student 
Management 
 
Beyonka Adams, 9th Grade Counselor 
 
Andie Derricho, 9th Grade Academy Lead Teacher 
 
Rita Hemmings, 9th Grade Academy Clerk 

 

Meshaun_Vaughn@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 
Ryan_Robertson@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 
Beyonka_Adams@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 
Andie_Derricho@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 
Rita_Hemmings@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Curriculum & 
Instruction 

Sandra Mason, Curriculum Clerk 
 
Sonya Neilson, Assistant Principal  

Sandra_Mason@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 
Sonya_Neilson@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Language Arts Stephen Lindsay, Curriculum Leader 
 

Stephen_Lindsay@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Social Studies Matthew Nesbit, Curriculum Leader Matthew_J_Nesbilt@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Science Martina Smith, Curriculum Leader Martina_L_Smith@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Math RaShunna Ferguson, Curriculum Leader, Algebra I 

Isaac Kwak, Curriculum Leader, Geometry 
 

Rashunna_Ferguson@gwinnett.k12.ga.
us 
Isaac_Kwak@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Advanced Options Kirsten Nelson, IB Coordinator 
Hope Black, Assistant Principal - IB 
Peryenthia Gore, Assistant Principal -AP 

Kirsten_Nelson@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Hope_Black@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Peryenthia_Gore@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Special Education 
and 504 

Nicole Minor, Department Chair 
Donna Hill, Department Chair 

Nicole_Minor@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Donna_Hill@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 

English as a 
Second Language 
(ESOL) 

Christina Ashley, Assistant Principal Christina_Ashley@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Gifted Program Conquisha Thompson, Assistant Principal 
 

Conquisha Thompson 

Athletic Programs Robert Wilson, Athletic Director 
 

Robert_Wilson@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

http://www.shilohhighschool.org/
https://9thgradeacademy-shilohhighschool.weebly.com/
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Middle School to High School: Making the Transition Easy 

The transition to high school is an important period in the educational life of students.  

High school comes with a rigorous academic environment and a variety of 

extracurricular activities such as athletics and clubs.  Ninth grade is an especially 

critical year.  Students explore different, learn new ways to succeed.  Most ninth grade 

students enjoy the new level of freedom they experience in school, but they are often 

unaware of the responsibilities that come with it.  In high school, students own the 

primary responsibility for their success in school.  Students will need to be organized 

and self-motivated.  Some students may need to develop additional study habits and 

skills that support their independence and academic success. 

Although high school students are responsible for the grades they earn, they will still 

need support from school and home to do well.  Parents play a critical role in a 

student’s development of the skills needed to succeed in high school.  

The Middle School to High School Difference: 
● Students are assigned homework almost every night.  It is important to study 

and review each night, even if no assignment is given.  
● Students are working toward a semester grade that includes 18 weeks of work.  

A grade is earned for each semester of a course. 
● Students are expected to take on a larger role in keeping parents informed of 

their progress. 
● Keeping up with assignments is the key to maintaining high grades. 
● Students are expected to stay with the course schedule they select in January of 

their 8th grade year.  Schedule changes are rare and are permitted only for 
legitimate reasons such as the student already has credit for the course or is 
missing the prerequisite. 

● Progress reports are sent home every 3rd, 6th, 9th, 12th, and 15th week of each 
semester and semester report cards are mailed home in mid-January and mid-
June. 

 

Freshman Seminar: 
This is a required elective course for all first year ninth grade students. The course 
introduces to ninth grade students our career academies, Business, Arts and Marketing 
(BAM), Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), and Wellness, 
Health and Education (WHE). Through this freshman seminar course, each ninth grade 
student will also be introduced to the twelve pathways of study offered through Shiloh 
High School’s four academies. Additionally, the freshman seminar will introduce 
students to fundamentals of high school, study skills, development of strong, healthy 
teacher and peer relationships, and college and career readiness and preparation. 
Freshman seminar is taught by CTE (Career and Technical Education) teachers, and the 
course is two semesters.  
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HOPE Scholarship Information 

What are the requirements for earning a HOPE Scholarship or Zell Miller Scholarship?  To qualify for 

the HOPE Scholarship, a student must earn a minimum of 3.0 cumulative grade point average in all academic 

classes in high school.  Students must earn high school credit in advanced courses to qualify.  HOPE recipients 

must be enrolled in an eligible postsecondary institution, must meet Georgia residency requirements, and be 

a U.S. citizen or an eligible non-citizen.  Applicants must be registered for selective service, if applicable, and 

many not have a drug conviction or be in default of a school loan.  In addition to meeting the requirements 

above, Zell Miller Scholars must earn a 3.7 high school GPA or higher and post in one sitting, and SAT 

combined score of 1200 or higher in math and reading or and ACT score of 26 or higher.  

Which high school courses will count in determining HOPE eligibility? All academic courses attempted in 

language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and modern and classical languages, including both 

required and elective courses in these subjects, would count toward HOPE eligibility.  If a student fails a class 

in a core subject, then retakes the class, both grades would be included in the student’s HOPE grade point 

average.  Students entering high school in 2011-12 and after are required to earn credit in rigorous high 

school coursework in order to qualify for the HOPE Scholarship.  Questions? Call 1-800-505-GSFC (4732) or 

check online at www.GAfutures.org 

Thinking ahead about College 

After you determine a college is a good fit for you and your interests and personality, it is generally a good 

rule to follow these guidelines when you are deciding where to apply: 

 One to two safety colleges: colleges to which you will almost certainly be admitted. 

 Some “matches” : colleges where your GPA, test scores, and other features look very similar to 

those of recent entering students at that college 

 A reach or two: colleges where you meet the criteria for admission but may not have the stellar 

qualifications of most first year students.  

Most Competitive 

Schools 
Highly Competitive 

Schools 

Very 

Competitive 

Schools 

Competitive 

Schools 

Less Competitive 

Schools 

Noncompetitive 

Schools 

GPA & class rank: A 

avg and top 10% of 

their class or higher 

B+ or higher; rigor in 

high school classes; 

top 10%-35% of 

their classes 

B average; top 

35%-50% of 

their classes 

B average or better; 

some state C or 

better; top 50%-

65% of their classes 

C average; top 65% 

of their classes 

Evidence  of high 

school graduation or 

GED 

Test Scores: Median 

SAT of 655 to 800 on 

critical reading and 

math/29 + ACT 

Median SAT of 620 

to 654 critical 

reading and 

math/27-28 ACT 

Median SAT 572 

to 620 on critical 

reading and 

math; 23-27 ACT 

Median SAT 500-

572 on critical 

reading and math; 

21-23 ACT 

Median SAT 500 

critical reading and 

math and below 21 

ACT 

May require entrance 

exam to be taken for  

placement purposes 

(of college classes) 

only 

Acceptance Rate: 

Small percentage 

(1%-33%) of 

students who apply 

33%-50% of 

applicants 

50%-75% of 

applicants 

75%-85% of their 

applicants 

85% of their 

applicants 

98% of their 

applicants 

 

Examples: Duke, 

Brown, Harvard, 

Princeton, Stanford, 

Yale, Emory, 

Columbia 

GA Tech, UGA, Univ 

of Florida, Furman, 

New York University, 

Vanderbilt 

North Georgia, 

Spelman College, 

University of 

Alabama 

Valdosta, Clark 

Atlanta, Kennesaw 

State, Savannah 

State  

Georgia Gwinnett 

College, West 

Georgia, Augusta 

State 

Georgia Perimeter, 

Gwinnett Tech, Lanier 

Tech, Athens Tech 

http://www.gafutures.org/
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6 Tips To Make the MOST of Freshman Year 

High school probably feels very different from middle school.  Following these six tips will 

help you have a better freshman year. 

1. ATTEND SCHOOL and each class daily: Attendance in high school counts for three very 

good reasons: 

• You will learn more timely. You can’t learn if you are not present. 

• Missing classes in high school may cause you to lose credits, which you need to graduate 

on time. 

• A good attendance record shows future employers that you are dependable. Skipping 

class, for example, could lead to progressive consequences and could impact your ability to 

remain in school and your future. 

2. GET ORGANIZED: The first step toward organization is having the right equipment. It 

doesn’t have to be fancy or high tech. A different color folder (neatly labeled) for each class 

and a calendar or planner should do it. Keep your notes, tests, quizzes and homework in the 

folder for each class so you can refer back to them as needed. 

3. DO YOUR HOMEWORK AND ASSIGNMENTS WITH QUALITY: Some students ignore 

homework and class assignments by either not doing them at all or not putting enough 

effort into them. Ignore them and your grades will suffer. High school teachers expect you 

to spend more time on your work to demonstrate what you know and how deeply you can 

think. 

4. ASK FOR HELP: If you’re worried about your grades or test scores, ask for help right 

away. Whether you are struggling with homework or aren’t doing well on quizzes, ask your 

teacher or school counselor for specific ways to improve. Speak up if you think you’re 

falling behind, and be sure to take advantage of extra help sessions, advisement time, or 

tutoring. 

5. WORK HARD: Make it a personal goal to do more than just get by. Colleges advise 

students to take the most challenging classes they can, which means it’s more important to 

stretch yourself than to take easier classes—but do what YOU can do. Make a commitment 

to complete core classes with passing grades to increase and improve your college and 

career choices. 

6. PLAN AHEAD: It’s time to focus even more on planning for college and careers. 

Remember, graduation will be here before you know it.  
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SHILOH HIGH SCHOOL 9TH GRADE ACADEMY

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

1. Arrive to class on time and ready to learn

✓ When the bell rings, you should to be sitting in your assigned seat.

✓ Tardy passes must be obtained quickly in order to avoid receiving an AWOL

from class.

✓ Be physically and mentally present in the classroom.

✓ No passes will be issued the first twenty minutes or the last twenty minutes of

class.

2. Never line up at the door before dismissal

✓ Remain seated until teacher dismisses you from class.

3. Turn off all electronic devices before entering the classroom

✓ Electronic devices (cell phone/smartphones, tablets, handheld gaming consoles,

headphones, etc.) should be placed in book bags and book bags placed at the

front or rear of the classroom as designated by your teacher. Unless they are

used for learning, devices must be turned off and out of sight during the class

period. Each academy teacher has a cell phone use indicator posted in class to

inform students when devices may be used during the instructional period and

for instructional purposes.

4. Be prepared for class each day:

✓ Come prepared with all materials necessary (pencils, pens, homework,

notebook, etc.)

5. Use polite and appropriate language

✓ Offensive, derogatory, and profane terms are not acceptable or conducive to

positive, meaningful learning. In order to have a safe classroom environment

where all students feel comfortable, no teasing or belittling, swear words, nor

slang words with demeaning connotations will be tolerated.

✓ Remember –speak to reflect your learning, to uplift, and to demonstrate your

maturity.

_____________________________________________________________________________

***Any violations of the rules can result in disciplinary action. 
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Tardy and AWOL Procedures 

Tardy Consequences: 
● 1st and 2nd tardy (cumulative for all classes) Warning with parent notification 

through messenger 
● 3rd – Wednesday school with parent notification through messenger 
● 4th – 2 days of Wednesday school with parent notification through messenger 
● 5th – Intervention Room during Advisement with parent notification through 

messenger 
● 6th – 1 Block ISS with parent contact 
● 7th – 2 Blocks of ISS with parent contact 
● 8th – 1 Day of ISS with parent contact 
● 9th - 2 Days of ISS  with parent contact 
● 10th - 1 Day of OSS with parent contact 

 
AWOL Consequences 

● 1st - Warning with parent communication through messenger 
● 2nd -Wednesday School with parent communication through messenger 
● 3rd – Intervention Room with parent communication through messenger 
● 4th – 1 period of ISS. Rule 10 Contract with parent contact 
● 5th – 2 periods of ISS with parent contact 
● 6th – 1 Day of ISS with parent contact 
● 7th – 2 Days of ISS. Behavior Correction Plan with parent contact  
● 8th – 1 Day of OSS. Rule 12 Notification with parent contact 
● 9th - OSS Pending disciplinary hearing. Parent and student must attend.  

 

DRESS CODE REGULATIONS 
● Students are prohibited from wearing attire displaying and/or advertising items or 

language prohibited at Shiloh High School.  
● Headgear – Headgear should not be brought into the building. This includes, but is 

not limited to, caps, hoods, bandanas and bandana headbands, wave caps, doo-rags, 
sweatbands and headbands more than 1” wide, sunglasses, or any other head 
covering. *Exceptions for religious  or medical reasons to be granted by the 
principal. 

● Shirts/Blouses/Tops/T-shirts – Blouses/shirts should be constructed so that the 
tops of the shoulders are covered. (No halter tops, strapless tops, spaghetti straps, 
or bare shoulder tops of any type will be allowed). Blouses/shirts that expose any 
portion of the waist, hips or midriff are not allowed. Other blouses/shirts that are 
not appropriate for school include, but are not limited to, low-cut, see through, 
backless, or tube tops. Rips or holes are not appropriate in any clothing above the 
knee (even if wearing leggings/stockings).  

● Students may not bring blankets or pillows to school. 
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● Shoes – Health regulations and safety factors require that shoes be worn at all times 
at school (bedroom slippers, flip flops, and/or athletic slippers/slide sandals are not 
allowed). 

● No pajamas or sleepwear of any kind may be worn to school. 
● Stretch lycra, spandex or lycra, spandex or nylon tights, leotards, biker pants or 

underwear worn as an outer garment are strictly prohibited (except in dance class 
or P.E.).  

**See additional requirements for appropriate dress in Parent/Student Handbook or 
you may also visit our school’s website for dress code policy and procedures. 
 

Attendance Policies 

“Course attendance is eight times more predictive of course failure in the freshman year than test 

scores.  Just one week of absence is associated with a much greater likelihood of failure, regardless of 

incoming achievement.” 

 Allensworth, E. & Easton J. (2007). What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools.  UChicago 
Consortium on Chicago School Research.  Retrieved from http://ccsr.uchicago.edu/sites/default/publications/ 

 
 

State law requires attendance at school from ages 6 to 16. Excused absences are defined by 
state law and include only the following:  

● Personal illness, or when attendance in school endangers the health of 
others;  

● Serious illness or death in immediate family; 
● Recognized religious holidays;  
● Student under orders from court or other government agency; 
● Service as a page in the General Assembly;  
● Conditions rendering attendance impossible or hazardous to health or safety; 
● Registration to vote or voting in a public election;  
● Up to five excused absences per year for students whose parent/legal 

guardian is in military service and is being sent overseas for active duty, on 
leave from active duty, or returning from active duty; 

● Foster care students attending court proceedings relating to the student’s 
foster care; and  

● Service in the Student Teen Election Participant (STEP) program. 
  

In most cases, absences are unexcused for all other reasons, including but not limited to: 
● Missing the bus, oversleeping, power outages;  
● Vacations, trips, family visits, college visits, non-school-sponsored 

competitions and events; and  
● Car trouble, babysitting, running errands, traffic accidents/problems. 
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Dual Enrollment Information 
 

In 2015, the Georgia General Assembly passed a law that streamlined the existing dual-
credit programs in which high school students may earn high school course credits while 
taking college courses.  Georgia’s Dual Enrollment dual-credit program is available to any 
Georgia student in grades 9-12 enrolled in a public school, private school, or home-study 
program operated pursuant to O.C.G.A. 20-2-690 in Georgia. Students must apply and be 
accepted to a participating postsecondary institution. 
 
Dual Enrollment -Facts  

• The Dual Enrollment program provides aid for postsecondary tuition, mandatory fees, 
and books.  

• In some cases, students may be expected to purchase course-related fees, supplies, or 
equipment.  

• Eligible students may participate part-time or full-time at multiple postsecondary 
institutions, but applications for Dual Enrollment must be completed every term 
(semester or quarter).  

• Dual Enrollment program summer eligibility began in summer 2016. 
• College courses must be selected from the approved Dual Enrollment Course 

Directory.  
• The Dual Enrollment program will pay a maximum of 15 semester hours per semester 

or 12 quarter hours per quarter per student.  
• Once all high school graduation or home-study requirements are met, students are no 

longer eligible to participate in the Dual Enrollment program, unless graduation 
requirements are completed in December.  In that case, students are allowed to 
continue in the Dual Enrollment program until their graduation date in May. 

 
More details about the Dual Enrollment program may be found at www.gafutures.org. 
Each year, Shiloh High School offers multiple information sessions so parents can learn more 
about the college credit options available to them, including Dual Enrollment, IB,  and 
Advanced Placement.  We encourage you to attend to learn more. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Program 

What is AP? 

Advanced Placement classes are based on college-level courses. They teach higher level 

thinking skills and allow for the students to experience the atmosphere and the 

expectations of a college course. AP courses can also provide college credit, increase the 

chances of success in college, and help save money on college. For additional AP 

information go to http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf or contact Mrs. 

Lowell in the Main Office. 

 

Do you plan to attend college? 

If “yes” is your answer then you should take at least one AP class while you are in high 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf
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school. Data shows that the more AP courses you take in high school, the more successful 

you will be in college. 

 

Which is more important, advanced classes or a high GPA? 

Colleges want to see both. They want to see students excelling in higher level courses. 

Research shows that if you can be successful in an AP course then you are usually 

successful in college. 

 

Top reasons to take AP classes: 

AP classes can save thousands of $$ in college costs. 

● AP students may be granted sophomore standing or given credit in college courses. 
● AP students improve their chances of being accepted by the college of their choice. 
● AP grades receive ten additional points at the end of each semester. 
● Because students work at an advanced level and acquire higher reasoning skills, 

students normally score about 100 points higher on College Board tests than their 
peers. 

● AP students outperform their non-AP peers in college. 
 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is a rigorous, pre-university course 

of study for students in their junior and senior years of high school.  Students entering the 

program in the 9th grade will have modified schedules to prepare them  or the IB classes 

they will receive later in the junior and senior year.  The two-year curriculum is designed 

as a comprehensive study that leads to internal and external exams that fulfills both 

Georgia and IB requirements. 

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) chooses to define “international education” 

according to the following criteria: 
 

Developing citizens of the world in relation to culture, language and learning to live 

together 

● Building and reinforcing students’ sense of identity and cultural awareness 

● Fostering students’ recognition and development of universal human values 

● Stimulating curiosity and inquiry in order to foster a spirit of discovery and enjoyment 

of learning 

● Equipping students with the skills to learn and acquire knowledge, individually or 

collaboratively, and to apply these skills and knowledge accordingly across a broad 

range of areas 

● Providing international content while responding to local requirements and interests 

● Encouraging diversity and flexibility in teaching methods 

● Providing appropriate forms of assessment and international benchmarking. 

http://www.ibo.org/programmes/
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Special Education Program 

The Shiloh High School Special Education Department is the largest department in school. Our  

school serves approximately 400 students through a variety of services. Our teachers and 

paraprofessionals work with each student and their parents to meet their needs.   

We serve many students through a variety of programs: 

• Specific learning disabilities 

• Other health impaired 

• Autism 

• Emotional/behavioral disorders 

• Speech/language impairments 

• Mild intellectual disabilities 

• Orthopedically impaired 

• Severe intellectual disabilities 

• Profound intellectual disabilities 

• Hearing impaired 

 

Every student is assigned to a case manager upon entering high school. The case manager is an 

advocate for your student within the school. He/she will be a contact person and a resource for 

you as well.  The case manager will schedule and hold annual Individualized Education Program 

(IEP) meetings and 3 year re-evaluations as well as monitor progress on IEP goals/objectives and 

grades.  

Course Level Information 

College Preparatory Freshmen—the first course in the four-year high school program. 

Includes: 

● Varied instructional methods, sometimes within a single class period 

● New material is broken down into small segments and possibly reviewed in greater 

depth 

● More class time is given to complete work 

● Homework is frequently started in class and expected to be completed at home 

● Instructions and directions are given both verbally and in writing 

● Students are frequently supported and reminded of organizational and study skills 

● Small group interaction assigned 

Co-Taught Freshmen—for students of regular education and special education, who may 

be challenged academically in a subject.  Students will have the support of both a regular 

education teacher and a special education teacher. 

● Varied instructional methods, sometimes within a single class period 

● New material is broken down into small segments and possibly reviewed in greater 

depth 

● More class time is given to complete work 
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● Placement is specialized

● Students supported in a variety of formats

● Small group interaction assigned

Honors Freshmen—for students who demonstrate above grade level performance in 

written expression and reading comprehension; self-motivated learners who work well 

independently and who consistently pursue knowledge beyond stated requirements; enjoy 

being challenged by new ideas and actively contribute to the learning environment; 

demonstrate above-average critical thinking skills.  

● New material taught at faster pace

● Less teacher direction is needed

● Increased number of demanding assignments and projects assigned

● Complex, multiple reading assignments

● Frequent classroom discussions

● Adherence to due dates expected

Gifted Freshmen—for students who meet all the criteria of honors students and currently 

participate in or are eligible for Gwinnett County Gifted Program. (Gifted students may be 

registered and placed based on ability, not solely on the student’s being in the Gifted 

program).  

● Quick-paced classes

● Complex readings

● More opportunities for enhanced core knowledge

● Greater emphasis on critical thinking, and writing skills, especially analysis and

synthesis

● More frequent interactions and class discussions

● Interdisciplinary approach to literature, research, and writing

● Earlier introduction and expanded exposure to key concepts and vertical skills

● Developing questions as active learners
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Promotion Requirements

GRADUATION 
(to receive a diploma) 

Subject Units Required 
Language Arts 

(Must include 9th Grade LA and 11th Grade LA) 
4 

Math 
(Including Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II) 

4 

Science 
(Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and required Science 

Elective) 
4 

Social Studies 
(World History, US History, Economics/ Political Systems) 

3 

Health/ PE .5/.5 

Required Electives 
(Any combination of Fine Arts, Career & Technical 

Education, or Modern/ Classical Language**) 
3 

Additional Electives 4 

TOTAL UNITS 23 

**2 units of Modern/ Classical Language are required for university admission in the state of Georgia. 

PROMOTION 
(to move to the next grade level) 

Grade Units Required 

9th to 10th 5 

10th to 11th 11 

11th to 12th 17 

GRADUATION 23* 

*Students must meet graduation rules and standardized assessment requirements as determined by

state and district policies.
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Shiloh High School 

English Language Arts 
Course Sequence 

Students must earn 4 credits in the language arts sequence for graduation. 

Pathways 
9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

College 

Prep 

[1] 

9th Grade Lit & 

Comp (CP) 

10th Grade Lit & 

Comp (CP) 

11th Grade Lit & 

Comp (CP) 

12th Grade Lit & 

Comp (CP) 

Advanced 

Options I 

9th Grade Lit & 

Comp 

(Honors/Gifted) 

World Literature 

(Honors/Gifted) 

American 

Literature 

(Honors/Gifted) 

AP Literature 

OR 

AP Language 

Advanced 

Options II 

[2] 

9th Grade Lit & 

Comp 

(Honors/Gifted) 

AP Language IB English Yr. 1 IB English Yr. 2 

[1] Students who enter high school on the CP Pathway may switch to the Advanced Options Pathway at

the end of the 9th grade year.  CP teachers should actively work to identify students with academic

potential, ambition, and work habits who are likely to succeed in courses that are more academically

challenging.  Parents, counselors, faculty, and staff may also recommend students who begin high

school on the CP Pathway move to the Advanced Options Pathway.

[2] Students are expected to complete the Pathway as represented above.  Students who choose to opt-

out of IB English Yr. 2 must meet with the IB Coordinator to receive approval.
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Language Arts 

 

College Prep Pathway 

10th Grade World Literature (Honors/Gifted) builds upon the foundation laid in 9th Grade 

Literature.  The development of vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills 

will be integrated into the study of historical and contemporary texts from various parts of the 

world.  Students are expected to read independently outside of class and maintain high expectations 

for their work.  

9th Grade Literature (Honors/Gifted) includes a balance of composition, applied grammar, and 

literature.  The development of vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills is 

an integral part of the curriculum.  Students should expect nightly outside reading and possess the 

ability to work independently to turn in assignments on time.   

AP Language with American Literature is designed to help students become highly skilled 

readers and writers with an emphasis on the study of various pieces of literature that characterize 

and reflect the American experience.  Students will hone their writing skills through an emphasis on 

the ways that the rules of writing and language contribute to effective writing.  Students will take 

both the American Literature Milestone and AP Language exam at the end of the course.  

AP Language focuses on the importance of comprehending a writer’s purpose, subject, and audience, 
while also helping students recognize the rhetorical conventions of language that writers use to create 
effective writing.  Students will become highly skilled readers and effective writers who are able to 
analyze arguments embedded in the nonfiction masterworks of notable writers, thinkers and orators.  
AP Language correlates with a typical first semester college Freshman English class.   Student will take 
the AP Language exam at the end of the course.   



18 

Shiloh High School 
Social Studies  

Course Sequence 

*Students who enter high school on the CP Pathway may switch to the Accelerated Pathway at the end of the 9th 

grade year.  Teachers of CP classes should actively work to identify students with academic potential, ambition, 

and work habits who are likely to success in course that are more academically challenging.  Parents, counselors, 

faculty, and staff may also recommend students who begin high school on the CP Pathway move to the 
Accelerated Options Pathway. 
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Social Studies Course Offerings 
2019-2020 

Course Course Description 

World Geography 
2 semesters- 9th 
Grade 

This course provides the content knowledge and skills necessary to understand 
the roles, responsibilities, and relationships of people and places throughout 
the world, both past and present. The course will prepare students for the 
three-year required Social Studies sequence. Topics will include the themes of 
historical, political, and economic geography. Students are instructed on 
efficient and effective methods and strategies to read, write, think, organize, 
take notes, and demonstrate what they have learned throughout the course. 

AP Human 
Geography 
2 semesters- 9th 
Grade  Advanced 
Option 

The Advanced Placement program in Human Geography is a college-level 
course designed to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and 
processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the 
Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to 
interpret human social organization and its environmental consequences. They 
also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and 
practice. The objectives for this course follow the College Board syllabus, 
preparing students for the optional Advanced Placement exam to earn college 
credit. AP Human Geography also prepares students for the required High 
School Gateway. 

World History Honors 
2 Semesters- 9th  
Grade Advanced 
Option 

This course provides a comprehensive, chronological survey of the significant 
conditions, challenges and accomplishments that have influenced the progress 
of humankind. Beginning with prehistory, students examine topics associated 
with the growth of early civilization, classical contributions of Greece and 
Rome, regional civilizations, and the rise of medieval Europe. Other topics of 
study include emergence of the modern world, age of revolution, growth of 
industry and nationalism, world wars in the 20th century, and development of 
the contemporary world. 
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Shiloh High School 
Mathematics 

Course Sequence
Students Select a 

Pathway 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

College 

Prep 

Algebra I Geometry Algebra II 

Pre-Calculus 

Or 

College Readiness Math 

Or 

Advanced Mathematical 

Decision Making 

Or 

Dual Enrollment 

(College Algebra/ Stats) 

Accelerated Option I  Accelerated 

Geometry 

(Pre-Requisition 

Accelerated 

Algebra) 

 Accelerated 

Pre-Calculus 

 Mathematics: 

Applications and 

Interpretation 

Year 1 

Or 

Mathematics: 

Analysis and 

Approaches 

Year I 

 Mathematics: Applications 

and Interpretation 

Year 2 

Or 

Mathematics: 

Analysis and Approaches 

Year 2 

Accelerated Option 

II 

Accelerated 

Geometry 

(Pre-Requisition 

Accelerated 

Algebra) 

Accelerated 

 Pre-Calculus 

AP Calculus AB 

Or 

AP Calculus BC 

Or 

Dual Enrollment 

(College Algebra/ Stats) 

AP Calculus BC 

Or 

Multi-Variable Calculus 

Or 

Advanced Calculus II 

Or 

Dual Enrollment 

(College Algebra/ Stats) 

Accelerated Option 

III Geometry Algebra II 

Mathematics: Analysis 

and Approaches Year I 

(IB) 

Or 

Pre-Calculus or 

Accelerated Pre-

Calculus 

Mathematics: Analysis and 

Approaches Year I (IB) 

Or 

AP Calculus AB 

Or 

AP Calculus BC 

Or 

Dual Enrollment 

(College Algebra/ Stats) 
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Algebra 2 

Algebra II - This is the third in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to prepare students to 
enter college at the calculus level. It includes exponential and logarithmic functions, polynomial 
functions of higher degree, rational and radical relationships, mathematical modeling, and normal 
distributions. 
Required - 2 Semesters Prerequisite – Geometry. 

Algebra & Geometry 

Algebra 1 

Algebra I - This is the first in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to allow students to 
complete precalculus in their high school program and enter college at the Calculus level. It 
includes linear, quadratic, and exponential expressions; functions and their graphs 
Required: Two Semesters and End of Course assessment. Prerequisite - Introduction to Algebra. 

Geometry 

Geometry - This is the second in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to prepare students 
to enter college at the calculus level. It includes transformations in the coordinate plane, similarity, 
congruence and proof; right triangles and right triangular trigonometry; properties of circles; and 
statistical inference. 
Required - 2 Semesters and End of Course assessment. Prerequisite - Algebra I. 

Accel. Geometry - This is the second in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to prepare 
students to take AP Calculus AB or BC in their high school program. The course incorporates 1½ 
years of content in the standard math sequence. It includes exponential, logarithmic, and higher 
degree polynomial functions; rational and radical relationships; mathematical modeling; and 
population means, standard deviations, and normal distributions.  
Required - 2 Semesters and End of Course assessment. Prerequisite - Accel. Algebra I. 
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Science Course Sequence 

Students must earn 4 credits of science including Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and a Science 

elective.  

Students 

Select a 

Pathway 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

College Prep Biology (CP) Chemistry (CP) Physics (CP) Science 

Elective 

Accelerated 

Options[1] 

Biology/Chemistry 

Block 

(Honors/Gifted) 

AP Physics I 

OR 

Physics 

(Honors/Gifted) 

IB Biology Yr. 1 

OR 

IB Design Yr. 1 

IB Bio Yr. 2 

OR 

IB Design Yr. 2 

Science Electives:  Astronomy, Earth Science, Ecology, Environmental Science, Forensics, 

AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Environmental Science, AP Physics I 

*Students who enter high school on the CP Pathway may switch to the Accelerated Options Pathway at the end of

the 9th grade year.  CP teachers should actively work to identify students with academic potential, ambition, and

work habits who are likely to succeed in courses that are more academically challenging.  Parents, counselors,

faculty, and staff may also recommend students who begin high school on the CP Pathway move to the Accelerated

Options Pathway.

[1] Courses in the Accelerated Options are opt-out only courses.  Students should see their counselor and IB

Coordinator for guidance.
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 Science 
Course Descriptions 

Chemistry (College Prep or Honors/Gifted) shifts students’ focus to the structure of atoms, the structure 

and properties of matter, and the conservation and interaction of energy and matter.  Students will 

investigate chemistry concepts through experience in laboratories using the process of inquiry.   

Biology (College Prep or Honors/Gifted)  sets the foundation for future scientific studies by allowing 

students to investigate biological concepts through experience in laboratories and field work.  Concepts 

for the course include the interdependence of organisms; the relationship of matter, energy, and 

organization in living systems; the classification of organisms; and biological evolution.  Students are 

required to take the GA Milestones assessment at the end of the course.   

College Prep classes require that students 
- proactively seek extra help when needed
- come prepared to class every day with an organized binder and completed homework
- are aware of upcoming dates; turn in assignments on time, thoroughly completed
- contribute to classroom discussions

Physics (College Prep or Honors/Gifted) students will engage in an in-depth study of matter in 
motion.  The course places an emphasis on mechanics, sound, light, electricity, magnetism, and modern 
physics.  

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN COLLEGE PREP, HONORS AND GIFTED CLASSES? 

Honors Classes require that students 

- take initiative and are self-motivated; proactively seek extra help when needed

- work independently

- set high expectations for their own work

- are aware of upcoming dates; turn in assignments on time, thoroughly and thoughtfully

completed

- actively and thoughtfully contribute to class discussion

- closely aligned with Gifted

Gifted Classes require that students  

- take initiative, are self-motivated and creative; proactively seek extra help when needed

- work independently

- set high expectations for their own work

- are aware of upcoming dates; turn in assignments on time, thoroughly and thoughtfully

completed

- actively and thoughtfully contribute to class discussion

- come to class with questions and ready for discussion

- are identified as Gifted
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Shiloh Health and Physical Education Course 

Information 

Personal Fitness 

This single-semester course is a graduation requirement and a prerequisite to all advanced 

PE elective. The course provides the students with sound, basic knowledge and 

understanding of how to obtain a healthy level of physical fitness. It is recommended that 

this course be taken in the 9th grade. 

Health 

This single-semester course is a graduation requirement and a prerequisite to all advanced 

PE electives. This class is designed to offer a practical approach to health topics that 

concern adolescents and covers knowledge and skills necessary for personal health/ well-

being and the prevention and treatment of injury. It is recommended that this course be 

taken in the 9th grade. 

Advanced PE Electives 
Sports Medicine 

Sports Medicine is an elective course designed as an introduction to the fields of sports 

medicine, athletic training, and physical therapy. It will provide the student with the basic 

information relevant to the prevention, recognition, first aid, referral and rehabilitation of 

athletic injuries. Students also learn the basics of training room organization and function. 

Weight Training 

This represents a series of courses that provide a student with the opportunities to develop 

muscular strength and endurance with weight training and conditioning principles. 

Body Sculpting 

This weight training course includes intense weight lifting that will increase in difficulty 

throughout the year. This class may include power training exercises, stretching, 

calisthenics, running for speed development/ conditioning, stations to develop quickness, 

and plyometric. 

Team Sports 

Students will have an opportunity to learn the history, rules, and basic skills of two to three 

of the following team sports: basketball, volleyball, soccer, speedball, touch or flag football, 

field hockey, floor hockey, ultimate Frisbee, and softball. As the course progress, students 

will have an opportunity to experience team play, strategy development, and officiating 

techniques. 
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ATHLETICS Program Eligibility 

Basic Requirements from the GHSA for all students. 

Students must accumulate units towards graduation according to the following criteria: 

(a) First-year students (entering 9th grade) in the fall are eligible academically.
Second semester first-year students must have passed courses carrying at least 2.5
units the previous semester in order to participate.

(b) Second-year students must have accumulated five (5) total units in the first year,
AND passed courses carrying at least 2.5 units in the previous semester.

(c) Third-year students must have accumulated eleven (11) units in the first and
second years, AND passed courses carrying at least 2.5 units in the previous
semester.

(d) Fourth-year students must have accumulated seventeen (17) units in the first
three years, AND passed courses carrying at least 2.5 units in the previous semester

(e) A student has eight (8) consecutive semesters or four (4) consecutive years of
eligibility from the date of entry into the ninth grade to be eligible for interscholastic
competition

ALL students must have an account on DragonFly Max 

Shiloh High School Athletic Programs: 

FALL SPORTS WINTER SPORTS SPRING SPORTS 

Cheerleading  Basketball Baseball 

Volleyball Swim and Dive Golf 

Fast-Pitch Softball Wrestling Tennis 

Football Soccer 

Cross Country Track and Field 
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FINE ARTS

Visual Arts 
Visual Arts Comprehensive I (AKA 2D Design): Semester 1 
A variety of two-dimensional designs are created using techniques in drawing, printmaking, 
lettering, painting, and collage. Students will build a portfolio that demonstrates an array of 
two-dimensional design techniques.  Historical and contemporary achievements in two-
dimensional art are explored as well as the study of aesthetics and art criticism. 
Visual Arts Comprehensive II  (AKA 3D Design): Semester 2 
A variety of three-dimensional designs are created through construction, assemblage, and 
media manipulations. Students will build a portfolio that demonstrates an array of three-
dimensional design techniques. Historical and contemporary developments in three-
dimensional arts are explored as well as the study of aesthetics and art criticism.  

Modern Dance 1 & 2 

This course is designed for the beginning to intermediate advanced level dancers. Students 
will study Ballet, Modern, and Jazz technique. Other areas of concentration may include dance 
fundamentals, skeletal system above/below the waist, contemporary dance, vocabulary, 
improvisation, yoga, conditioning, and choreography.  All dance classes are required to 
participate in a dance production in a public performance. There are three mandatory after 
school rehearsals.  Dance fees are $75 per year. 

Orchestra 
Concert Orchestra 
Open to any student with three or more years of class instruction. Most freshmen will be 
places in this orchestra. Students will build their technique working towards mastery of” 
three octave scales, upper positions, vibrato, tone, and intonation. Performs Level III and IV 
music in concerts. 

Symphonic Orchestra 
Open to any student who has completed one year of concert orchestra or by teacher 
recommendation. Most upper classmen will be placed in these orchestras. Students will build 
their technique working towards mastery of: three octave scales, upper positions, vibrato, 
tone, and intonation. Performs Level IV music in concerts. 

Theater 
Acting I (52.061001)  
This is the perfect course for the young actor, the first time performer, or a student who has 
performed but never had formal acting training. Through game play and fun collaborative 
exercises, students will learn a variety of acting strategies, techniques and essential skills for 
stage, all while exploring story and character.  
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Chorus 
The choral program of Shiloh High is designed to develop the student’s skill in vocal 
performance various genres of music and to teach choral knowledge acquired through music 
history, terminology, and performing various genres of music. Each choral student is 
responsible for $100 dues to cover gowns/tuxedos, registrations for festivals, trips, and 
operational costs associated with the SHS choral program. After-school rehearsals are kept at 
a minimum of once every two weeks. We have a total of 4 main performances at Shiloh High 
School along with various performances throughout the community.  

Band 
Marching Brigade 
The Marching Band is a musical marching unit organized during the fall for the duration of the 
football season. Membership is the audition with the Directors of Band. Membership requires 
total dedication and maximum effort and involvement in all aspects of marching, playing, and 
performance. The marching band provides entertainment for football games both home and 
away, and important out of town games. It performs annually before thousands of spectators 
at various band festivals, contest, parades, and pep rallies. The marching band rehearses 
Monday through Wednesday from 2:30 until 5:00 p.m. and on Thursday from 2:30 until 6:00 
p.m. Special rehearsals may be called as needed.
Enrollment in band class is highly recommended (*).
Silver Lining Auxiliary Unit 
The Auxiliary Unit consists of both Dancers and Majorettes and Flags. The members will 
audition weekly for the field show dance feature. The unit shares the same rehearsal schedule 
as the Marching Band. Shiloh members are given a supplemental handbook with specific details 
pertaining to the organization.  

Symphonic Band 
The Symphonic Band is the major performing ensemble. Members are chosen by audition at 
the end of football season. The band includes approximately 45 advanced instrumentalist. The 
Symphonic Band repertoire consists of quality original works for band and the best of 
orchestral transcriptions. The band attends the State Large Group Performance Evaluation 
annually. Rehearsal time is posted in January. *Enrollment in band class is required.  
Concert Band 
The Concert Band is comprised of instrumentalist from the entire Shiloh campus. The group is 
designed to improve the reading skills, and provide performance opportunities for the mass 
group of students. This group will perform at school functions and at Large Group 
Performance Evaluation. The performances are included in the grading system. The 
rehearsal times are to be announced.  
* Students not enrolled in the band class must obtain special permission from the Band
Director to participate.
Jazz Band 
The Jazz Ensemble is an integral part of the overall band program. A serious effort is made to 
promote the growth and performance of jazz and related styles of music. The Jazz Ensemble 
will perform at selected events. The rehearsal times are to be announced.  
* Students not enrolled in the band class must obtain special permission from the Band
Director to participate.
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